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Second-person neuropsychiatry: where truly social neuroscience meets
clinical psychiatry

Social neuroscience studies the neurobiology of how people make sense of people. Due to conceptual
and methodological limitations, the field has only more recently begun to study social interaction
rather than social observation, which has become known as the development of a ‘second-person
neuroscience’ or an ‘interactive turn’ in social neuroscience. These developments have helped to
elucidate the behavioral and neural mechanisms of social interactions. Taking social interaction
seriously may also be particularly important for the advancement of the scientific study of psychiatric
conditions, which are ubiquitously characterized by social impairments and can be thought of as
‘disorders of social interaction’.
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